
The East Oregonian is owned by the East Oregonian Publishing Company, which is a  

newspaper company owned by the Forrester/Brown family for four generations, since 1908. 
The company also publishes the Hermiston Herald, Blue Mountain Eagle (Grant Co.), Wallowa 

County Chieftain, Capital Press, The Daily Astorian and Chinook Observer.  

 
Edwin Burton Aldrich came to Pendleton to be editor of the 

East Oregonian in the early 1900’s and became a part owner 

of the newspaper in 1908. His two daughters, and his son-in-

law all worked for the company. Today, Steve and Mike  

Forrester are third-generation owners, along with their 
cousin, Kathryn B. Brown, a fourth-generation owner. Kathryn 

is currently Associate Publisher and is the only owner that 

actually works at the paper. She and her family moved to  

Pendleton a few years ago to take on the challenge of learning 

the newspaper business, leaving her career as a registered 
nurse. Kathryn loves the fact that this is a family-owned paper 

and takes pride learning the business from the ground up. To 

round out her team of experts, Tom Brown (not related) is 

Publisher and Editor and Skip Nichols is Managing Editor. 
Both men have an extensive background in the ever-changing world of newspaper and are 

facing the new age of online readers head-on. The East Oregonian publishes a daily newspaper, 

covering the communities of Umatilla and Morrow Counties. Their website at 

www.eastoregonian.com receives over 500,000 unique visitors each month.  

 

The East Oregonian management team is very proud of the fact they have retained some of 
the most skilled and professional newspaper staff in the area.  Fifty-six staffers round out the 

team, from reporters to delivery people. The paper is printed on-site at their Pendleton  
office located at 211 SE Byers. To contact the East Oregonian to receive up-to-date Oregon 

news, submit your story or for advertising opportunities, call 800-522-0255.  

 

The Milton-Freewater Chamber of Commerce is proud to present the Business of The Month 

Award to the East Oregonian for February, a long-time supporter and member of the  

Chamber.  
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Business of the Month - East Oregonian 

Pictured is Chamber President 

Michelle Thacker with Skip 
Nichols, Kathryn Brown, Tom 

Brown & Jennifer Callahan 

Chamber of Commerce Mission Statement 

The Milton-Freewater Area Chamber of Commerce is an organization of professional and 
business members who together in a planned manner promote commerce, agriculture,           

community spirit and the quality of life in the Milton-Freewater Area. 
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Message from the Director 

Ambassador News 

2012 
Chamber of Commerce  

Board Members 

 
Executive Committee 

 

President 

Michelle Thacker 
Baker Boyer Bank 

 
President Elect 

Julie Culjak 
Three Divas Beads 

 
Vice President 

 
Member at Large 

Janet Millar 
Visual Eyes/ Vision Source 

 
Treasurer 

 
Past President 
Rob Johnson 

Cayuse Technologies 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Carl Wheeler 
Wheeler Family Dental 

 
Gina Hartzheim 

City of Milton-Freewater 
 

Heather Nygaard 
Curves for Women 

 
Katie Caldwell 

Sykes Enterprise 
 

Merri Anne Huber 
Brown & Sons 

 
Mike Watkins 

City of Milton-Freewater 
 

Mitch Odman 
Farmers Insurance 

 
Sam Tucker 

Monahan Grove & Tucker 
 

Steve Irving 
City Councilor 

 
Susan Dohrmann 

Century 21 Seaquist Real Estate 
 

Tim Kennedy 
Don Carlo Vineyard 

 
Vicki Lee 

Blue Mt Valley Physical 
Therapy 

 
 

 
 
 

Chamber Staff 

 
Cheryl York 

Executive Director 
 

Taridy Robertson 
Office Assistant 

 
Volunteers 

Bonnie Stephens 
Michelle Miller 

This month we celebrate our city’s finest citizens as we honor them on February 16th at the 
64th Annual Awards Banquet. Every year I am amazed to hear about the contributions and 

accomplishments each one of these people make in our community. Across the nation, 

many small towns are giving up those special things that distinguish their community from so 

many others due to lack of volunteers. Milton-Freewater definitely does not have that  
problem. It is with much gratitude and pleasure I attend this special evening and hope you 

will join me. Seating is limited, so purchase your ticket at the Chamber office today! 

 

“OUR LITTLE CORNER OF PARADISE” 
Help us honor those who serve! 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL THE BUSINESSES WHO ARE SPONSORING TABLES 

FOR THE EVENING. 
 

Decorating the Head Table - Shangri La Salon & Boutique 
 

  

 

 

The Ambassadors held their 2012 Retreat at 'Primrose on Main' as we were hosted by Jim  

& Sherry Rowan and their team.  We enjoyed an absolutely wonderful meal in their home - 
beautiful beyond words!  We are excited to welcome two new members, Julie Culjak and 

Trevor Moon, to our team.  Julie gave a presentation on new ideas of how the Ambassadors 

can better serve the business community. We will be working on new ideas in 2012 as we 

look forward to having more ribbon-cuttings, business after hours, and open houses.  Please 

mark your calendars for the Chamber/City Business Showcase on March 29th at the  
Community Building. We all look forward to working with you and your business in 2012 - 

please call us if we can assist you in any way!   

 

 
 

Broadway Family Dental Care 
Comprehensive & Cosmetic Dentistry 

 
Norman D Saager, DMD & Todd M Schroeder, DDS 
508 E Broadway, Milton-Freewater, OR 97862 
541-938-3363  www.bwaydental.com 
Emergency Dr Saager 509-520-2183   
Dr Schroeder 509-386-7540 

Larry Nafziger, CIC 
Sales Executive 

 
84030 Highway 11 

PO Box 260 

Milton-Freewater, OR 97862 

 

541-938-5576 Ext. 203 Tel 

800-303-0419 Ext. 203 Toll Free 

541-938-5512 Fax 

 

inafziger@bisnett.com 

OR First Community Credit Union 

Our Daily Bread 

Pendleton Grain Growers 

Saager’s Shoe Shop 

Smiley’s RV Sales & Service 

Sykes Enterprises (2) 

Three Divas Beads 

US Bank 

Umatilla County Tourism 

Wilcox Furniture 

Wildhorse Resort & Casino 

Windermere Real Estate 

Baker Boyer Bank 

Blue Mt Cider Company 

Blue Mt Valley Physical Therapy 

Broadway Family Dental 

Cayuse Technology 

City of Milton-Freewater 

Curves for Women 

Farmers Insurance 

John Zerba & Zerba Cellars 

McLoughlin Union High School 

MF Garden Club 



TABLE SPONSORSHIPS ARE STILL AVAILABLE. 

 THIS IS A UNIQUE WAY TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR COMPANY TO THE COMMUNITY.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL JULIE CULJAK AT 541-938-3727. 
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Walla Walla • College Place •  

Milton-Freewater 

(509) 525-2000 • (800) 234-7923 

www.bakerboyer.com • Member FDIC 

“We Care About Your Safety” 
 

Electric Wiring & Repair 

Pumps & Motors ~ Computers 

Security & Fire Alarm Systems 
 

1421 Dell Avenue 

Walla Walla, WA 99362 

509-529-2500 

WA DOYLEEI277CL~OR CCB# 19588 

 

Awards Banquet Almost Here! 

The 64th Annual Awards Banquet is sneaking up on us rather quickly. If you have not gotten your tickets to this event 

on February 16th, you had better hurry as seating is limited. Tickets are $28 and are now on sell at the Chamber  
office, 157 S Columbia. A full prime rib dinner will be served buffet style with all the trimmings; chicken if you prefer, 

catered by Rhonda’s Catering. Nominations have been turned in and committees have met to select the most deserv-

ing of Milton-Freewater’s volunteers. Without volunteers, many of the “extra” events we enjoy, simply would not  

happen. Come and help us celebrate those being honored on this most important evening in their lives. 

Business Before Hours 

The Milton-Freewater Chamber of Commerce and Blue Mountain Community College are coming together to      
present a class, “Finance Your Next Step” to the community. The class is Thursday, February 23rd at Blue Mt       

Community College in Room 110 from 7:30 to 9am. This Business Before Hours class was originally presented in a 

panel discussion at a half-day small business conference in Portland and subsequently as a webinar through the Mt. 

Hood Community College Small Business Development Center. Funding strategies for small businesses will be exam-
ined in this workshop. We are proud to be able to bring this class, “Finance Your Next Step,” to the community for a 

very low price. Members are $5 and non-members $7. You cannot beat this price anywhere! Presenter Art Hill will 

discuss the five funding focus points every business owner should know, the types and sources of funding available, the 
right-size funding for your specific business needs, funding for your customers, getting your business funding-ready and 

living with the results of funding. To get registered for this class call BMCC at 541-938-7176. 

1st Quarter Service Award 

The First Christian Church, 518 S Main, is the recipient of the first quarter service award and just celebrated their 
125th Anniversary! The pastor, Steve and his wife Carol Lyons are originally from the 

Seattle area. His first pastorate position was in 1991 in Grandview, WA. In 2004 they 

moved to Tennessee so Steve could earn a  Master’s of Divinity and became pastor at 

Colonial Heights for four years. Wanting to be near their children and grandchildren, 

they packed up and moved back to the Northwest. They were offered the pastorate  
position at the First Christian Church in 2008 and started in February 2009. Currently, 

they are parenting two teen foster children. Along with Steve, the church members are 

involved in many community activities such as the local food drive for Christmas boxes, 

Trunk or Treat, community dinners, hosting a site for local Girl Scouts and addiction 

rehab groups. Each year church members fill the park to enjoy the outdoor Sunday service held at the Muddy  
Frogwater Festival.  Office hours are Mon-Thurs 8am to 1pm, Sunday Breakfast is 8:30-9:30am, Sunday School starts at 

9:30am, Morning Worship 10:30am and youth 3:30 to 5:30pm. For more information call 541-938-3854. 



Visit Us On Facebook! 

We’re on the Web! 

www.mfchamber.com 

Calendar of Events 

Follow our latest business promotion campaign on FaceBook. Type our address 
into your web browser: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Milton-Freewater-Chamber-of-

Commerce/117234224959892?ref=ts. Become a Fan and like us! Up-to-date  

information posted daily! 
 

 

February 1 - General Membership Luncheon at Blue Mt Community College, Room 110 

 

February 14 - Valentine’s Day! 

 
February 16 - 64th Annual Awards Banquet at the Community Building. Tickets are $28. 

Doors open at 5pm. 

 

February 20 - President’s Day, no school for students. 

 
February 23 - MF Chamber and BMCC are presenting a Business Before Hours class, 

“Finance Your Next Step”, from 7:30 to 9am at BMCC, Room 110. Art Hill will be speaking 

on funding strategies for small businesses. Cost is $5 members, $7 non-members. 

 

 

Thank you to the drivers that are showing patience 

and driving safe! 
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Muddy Frogs  

Square Dance 

Club 

We are available for             
entertainment demonstra-

tions. We dance on the first 
and  third Sunday of each 
month   at the Community 

Building. 

For more information call  

541-861-9055 or                                       

509-520-0576  

Newest Members 

Chamber Ambassadors 

 
Fran Anderson 

  US Bank 
 

Larry & Jennifer Anderson 
  Balance Sheet 

 

Judy Chesnut 
  Individual 

 

Julie Culjak 
  Three Divas Beads 

 

Susan Dohrmann 
  Century 21 Real Estate 

 

Nadine Dougherty 
  Nadine’s Country Garden 

 

Merri Anne Huber 
  Brown & Sons 

 

Carol & Steve Irving  
  Individual 

 

Jane Kilburg 
  BMCC 

 

Trevor Moon 
  Dairy Queen 

 

Ruth Myers 
  R&R Business Services 

 

Mitch Odman 
  Farmers Insurance 

 

Curtis Walter 
  Galaxy Computers 

 

Cheryl York 
  Chamber Director 

 

 
Premier Physical Therapy 

 
 

1020 S Main Milton-Freewater, Oregon 97862 
 

Randy Castleman MSPT, OCS, CMPT 
 

 

541-938-2028                  Fax 541-938-

Scott Holgate, owner of the Dollar Plus store, opened the business approximately nine 
months ago, and currently staffs six employees. The Dollar Plus store carries everything you  

need, from party supplies, cleaning supplies, health & beauty products, houseware items, 

hardware, pet supplies, children's toys and grocery items. They also have a room with office 

furniture closeouts, shelf pulls and clearance items. The Dollar Plus store is located at 11 N 

Columbia. Scott and his staff invite you to drop in and visit Dollar Plus; many of the items 

you use every day are at your fingertips, you won’t be disappointed.  

Winn Homestead Events is owned by Arlene & Preston Winn and has been in business 
for three years. Winn’s Homestead is known for their historical red barn, a beautiful setting 

for a wedding or any special gathering. They strive to provide a comfortable and relaxing 

environment, using their historical red barn as the centerpiece. Winn’s Homestead is  

located at 79560 Winn Road in Weston, OR. To book your special event, contact Arlene at  

541-969-2226 or visit their website at www.winnhomestead.com.  
 

The Chamber would like to welcome both of these new members and encourage everyone  

to stop by, say hello and always shop local first! 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Page 5 

January 2012 - Calls 

General Info - 239 

Business Referrals - 3 

Relocation Info - 3 

Event Info - 54 

Local Attractions - 9 

January 2012- Visitors 

General Info - 81  

Business Referrals - 7 

Relocation Info - 5 

Event Info - 49 

Local Attractions - 12 

Manford E. Anliker, PT 
541-938-5553 

FAX 541-938-5554 

bmvpt640@msn.com 
113 S Main 

Milton-Freewater 

Oregon 97862 

General Membership Luncheon 

Wednesday, February 1st 

Blue MT Community College, Room 110 @ 12:00pm 

Sponsor: Don Carlo Vineyard 

Program: BMCC Education 

Rhonda’s Catering will be providing lunch for a cost of $7 per person. John Turner, BMCC President, will be the  

featured speaker. 

Renewing Members 

Amerititle 

Blue Mt Cider Company 

Blue Mt Growers 

Blue Mt Valley Physical Therapy 

Birch Creek Trophies & Awards 

Brittany Farming 

CAPECO 

CD Thacker Excavating 

Celebrations by Cindy 

Century 21 Real Estate 

Community Bank 

Earl Brown & Sons, Inc 

East Oregonian 

Eurus Combine Hills I LLC 
 

Flight Grip LLC 

Gordy Plastics 

Graphic Apparel 

Heritage Homes 

John L Scott Real Estate 

Leyah’s Catering 

Meadowood Springs Speech Camp 

MF Health & Rehabilitation 

Muddy Frog Square Dancers 

Nadine’s Country Garden 

Nine Trees Inn 

Orlin Hansen 

John & Louise Johnson/Piper Ranch 

Representative Greg Smith 

Rise & Shine 

Simpson Spine & Sport Chiropractic 

Sustainable Soil Solutions 

Sykes Enterprises 

Three Divas Beads 

Tidbits 

Total Office Concepts 

Tulpen Cellars 

V Bowles & Associates 

Walla Walla Clinic 

Wheatland Village 

Williams Team Homes 

Windermere Real Estate 

 Work & Auto Injury Specialist 

 Sports Injuries 

 Physical Therapy 

 Rehabilitation 
 
 
 
 

Kenneth R Simpson, Doctor of Chiropractic 
 

SIMPSON SPINE & SPORT CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC 
139 S Main, Milton-Freewater, OR 97862 

541-938-6820    fax 541-938-6825 

spineandsport@qwest.net 

State Farm 

Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710 

 

Mike J Swinnerton, Agent 
 

14 S Columbia 

Milton-Freewater, OR 97862-1322 

Bus 541-938-3434 

Fax 541-938-6060 

www.mikeswinnerton.com 
 

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral 

NEW BROCHURES ARE ARRIVING  

Many of the new Oregon/Washington/Idaho vacation guides are now arriving. Need to plan a trip and get some R &R? 
We have just the booklet or brochure you need to make a plan for a fun-filled family vacation or a quiet week-end jaunt.  

Stop by and browse our great selection. Our hours are 9am-4pm, Monday-Friday, we are closed for lunch from 12-1pm.  

mailto:bmvpt640@msn.com
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Merchant News 

Penrod Kennels 

Providing the Walla Walla Valley and surrounding area 
with spacious Dog and Cat boarding for 40 years. The 
only place with Indoor/Outdoor runs, private Dog Parks 
and Pool.  

Doggie Day Care now available! 

We accept all major credit cards. 

Tours are welcome during business hours. Call for more 
information 541-938-7633 or visit our website 

www.penrodkennels.com 

 

Best Little Computer Store 

We are your headquarters for computers, software, and 
CD ROMS. You will find the best selection in stock and 
the most knowledgeable sales and technical staff to  
assist you. When it comes to computers, your best bet is 
Best Little Computer Store. We specialize in complete 
systems and components, Networks, Upgrades, Repairs, 
Support, and Internet Installation.  

“We make office calls” 

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9am to 6pm 

85466 Hwy 11                                           541-938-7563 

 

Doyle Electric 

We do residential, commercial, farm, and industrial    
wiring, pump & motor parts & service, installation;           
security and fire alarms. Protect your family and home 
with one of our state-of-the-art security systems. Call us 
for a free security analysis of your home or business.  
We offer prompt, professional “hassle-free” service 24 
hours a day. Call us about “Computer Solutions”, com-
puter sales, software, etc. 

1421 Dell Avenue                                      509-529-2500 

Walla Walla, WA 

 

 

Express Personnel  

Professionals 

Don’t fall behind! Let Express Personnel help you with 
your staffing problems, whether permanent or temporary, 
full-time or part-time. You can rely on our 20 years of 
staffing solutions success! 

Call Express Personnel Professionals at:          

 

115 S 3rd Ave                                          509-522-1326 

Walla Walla, WA  

Saager’s Shoe Shop, Inc. 

 

SHOW YOUR FEET SOME LOVE 
 

Love your feet by treating them to comfortable 
shoes. Select from brands like SAS, Naot, Keen, 
Dansko and more! Don’t forget the socks from 
Smartwool! New styles for spring are now arriving! 
Stop in to see what’s new! 
 

www.saagershoeshop.com 

613 N Main                                                541-938-5162 

 

Heritage Homes 

Offer Assisted Living - Three very unique homes all in 
Milton-Freewater. Each home has an onsite Resident 
Care Manager, giving you or your loved one, 24hr.     
quality care. 

Heritage Manor, 53856 Willow Lane - Men & Women 

Heritage Cottage, 53918 E Appleton Rd - Ladies Only 

Heritage Villa, 84613 Hwy 11 

When you want the very BEST for your loved one.     
Excepting reservations NOW! Call today to take a tour. 

Lana Sepolen, RN (owner) 509-386-5851 

Carolyn Dalton (Resident Care Manager/Heritage Villa) 

541-938-6017 

  

 

Wheatland Village              

Retirement Redefined! 

*Featuring Retirement Apartments, Cottages, Penthouse         
Living & Assisted Living Apartments  

*All appliances - including washer & dryer in Independent 
Living 

*Full kitchen & secured/enclosed parking in Independent 
Living 

*Assisted Living - 24/7 care staff 

*Indoor Pool - Wellness Center - Chapel - Movie Theatre 
- The Sweet Onion Restaurant - Barber & Beauty Shop - 
Baker Boyer Bank 

Call or come in for a Tour today...Our home is yours! 

 

1500 Catherine St                                     509-527-9600 

Walla Walla, WA    

www.wheatlandvillage.com 
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Merchant News Continued 

The Simmons Insurance 

Group 

Your independent insurance agency representing many 
fine companies. Stop in and see Carolyn or Keith. We 
are here to help you with all your insurance needs     
Including business and commercial. 

620 N Main                                                541-938-6686 

 

 

Terry’s OK Tire Store 

Come and see us today. Save on tires and take         
advantage of our friendly service. We are an authorized 
Michelin Tire Dealer. Come in and see our selection of 
new and retread tires, plus we have used tires and 
wheels. FREE air pressure check anytime and FREE 
pickup and delivery! We will see you soon for all of your 
tire needs. 

214 N Main                                                541-938-5692 

 

Butler Carpet Cleaning 

    2 room special $75 

Truck Mounted Cleaning Unit 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 

Tile Cleaning 

Residential & Commercial 
                                                   509-956-9996 

 

Dairy Queen 

Stop in for something new and different. We have it all, 
from our flamethrower sandwiches to our waffle bowl 
sundaes, baked fresh daily in our store. We guarantee to 
have something different for you! And don’t forget a DQ 
cake for any occasion. 

165 S Columbia Ave                                541-938-5721 

 

Milton-Freewater Health 

and Rehabilitation Center 

We are a 129 bed skilled nursing facility designed to 
meet the short and long term care needs of both elderly 
and younger adults. We are the only facility in a 100 mile 
radius with a 5 Star Medicare Rating. We were rated one 
of the Best Nursing Homes in Oregon for 2011 by U.S. 
News. Our facility is proud to offer a continuum of care 
that includes 24 hour nursing, rehabilitative therapy 
(physical, occupational and speech therapy), and support 
services to our residents. 

120 Elzora St            541-938-3318 

Oregon Retirement  

Our focus is on our commitment to caring for your loved 
ones at Oregon Retirement. The residents and their fami-
lies always come first. We now have some lovely apart-
ments available. The meals are delicious and we will see 
to it that your loved ones are well cared for. Come by for 
a visit! 

1010 NE Third Ave                                   541-938-5693 

 

 

McDonald’s Restaurant 

McCafe Coffee & Espresso Drinks 

Latte—Mocha—Cappuccino—Iced or Hot Frappe—
Mocha or Caramel 

FREE Wi-Fi Served Daily 

408 S Main                                                541-938-4305 

 

 

Our daily bread 

Bakery & books 

Breads - Cinnamon Rolls - Tarts - Muffins - Cookies - 
Scones - Brownies - Pies - Books 

Special Orders 

311 S Main                                                541-938-9388  

 

Sykes is Hiring! 

 Full Time/Part Time 

Customer Service Representatives 

We provide support for the entire valley and surrounding 
communities by offering 

Flexible Full/Part Time Employment 

Excellent Starting Wage 

Competitive Benefits 

Paid Training 

Advancement Opportunities 

A Great Work Environment 

 

151 Sykes Blvd                                        541-938-1500 
 



Walla Walla • College Place •  

Milton-Freewater 

(509) 525-2000 • (800) 234-7923 

www.bakerboyer.com • Member FDIC 

181 S. Columbia Street 

Milton Freewater, OR 97862 

      541-938-9000     

Gordon Snyder Broker/Owner 

www.JohnLScott.com/miltonfreewater 
This office is independently owned & operated. 

 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

February 14th 

2012 

http://www.johnlscott.com/miltonfreewater

